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August 19, 2008 

Honourable Blair Lekstrom 
Minister of Community Development 
Room 323 Parliament Buildings 
PO Box 9056 
STN PROV GOVT 
Victoria BC 
V8W 9E2 
 
Dear Honourable Lekstrom: 
 
The Union Bay Improvement District completed a restructure referendum in the fall of 
2006 which was narrowly defeated with much question around interference from the 
Comox Strathcona Regional District as well as incorrect information presented by the 
media.  
 
The Trustees of the Union Bay Improvement District requested another referendum as 
outlined in a letter send to the Honourable Ida Chong on October 22, 2007, copy 
attached.  Honourable Chong responded on December 31, 2007, copy attached, to 
indicate that due to the proposed changes to the regional district a restructure 
referendum would not be considered until 2009.  New statistical information would be 
required due to the changes that have occurred in the district since 2006.  It is 
therefore requested at this time that a restructure process be started.  
 
At the time of the referendum there were questions about development in the area as 
well as the identified need for infrastructure replacements and upgrades for the 
improvement district.  The district has been in need of a new fire hall as identified in 
the 1996 Fire Commissioner’s Report and a water treatment system is required to meet 
the Safe Drinking Water standards.   
 
In 2007 the UBID purchased property located at 5539 S. Island Highway to 
accommodate the improvement district office and provide space for a new fire hall.  
 
The Minister also mandated that a Regional Water System was to be developed, 
indicated in the previously mentioned response letter.  UBID trustees are receptive to a 
Regional Water System and are prepared to work with Regional District.  However this 
process will take several years to affect the properties of Union Bay. Union Bay has a 
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stand-a-lone source water from Langley Lake and requires a water treatment system as 
advised by the Vancouver Island Health Authority. 
 
The proposed development for the area has now received assent and is proceeding. 
This development requires boundary changes to facilitate water service and fire 
protection under the current Letters Patent of the UBID. There is question around the 
possibility of there being a regional wastewater system available to facilitate the 
development as funding was not available through the infrastructure grants. 
 
Restructure of the Union Bay Improvement District into a Municipality in 2009 may 
facilitate solving many of these outstanding issues and provide the landowner with the 
best tax options. Additional research is therefore requested to provide statistical 
information for consideration. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
David McDowell 
Chair 
Union Bay Improvement District  
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